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BA LLB II (Second Year of Five Year Law)  

Semester III 

Skill Enhancement Credit Course  

Course Title: Legal Language 

Credits:  

Course Objectives: 

The course aims at training students for the legal profession from the perspective of language of 

the law. This course will equip students to become familiar with the formalized and professional 

language which is used in the out of Law. They will be able to understand the meaning and 

application of legal maxims and phrases in written and oral submissions advanced before the 

courts. This course intends to guide the students to write book reviews and essay on socio-legal 

topics.  

Course Outcomes: 

 After the completion of this course the student will be able to: 

 Get accustomed to the language of the court and with the legal concepts. 

 Understand the application of Legal Maxims and legal phrases. 

 Understand the meaning and application of legal maxims and phrases.  

 Able to write book reviews adeptly. 

 Understand socio-legal issues and able to write essays on the topics. 

Method of assessment: 

 Students of this course will be evaluated in theoretical foundations as well their actual 

practical, activities and engagements. First three units are meant for 30 marks test will 

be taken at the end of semester and the practical work assigned in fourth unit will be 

given 20 marks weightage. 

Unit 1: Legal Language and Law  

1.1. Significance of Legal Language 

1.2.  Jurisprudential background of study of Language and Law 

1.3. Problems in Legal Language  

Unit 2: Legal Maxims and Phrases  

2.1. Origin of maxims and phrases 

2.2. Meanings of maxims and phrases 

2.3. Legal maxims  

2.3.1. - Actus non facit reum nisi mens sit rea 

2.3.2. Actio personalis moritur cum persona  

2.3.3. Audi alteram partem 

2.3.4. Delegatus non potest delegare 

 2.3.5. Ex turpi causa non oritur actio 

 2.3.6. Ignorantia facit excusat, ignorantia juris non excusat  

 2.3.7. Res ipsa loquitur  

2.3.8. Actus dei nemini facit injuriam. 



 2.3.9. Pacta sund servanda. 

 2.3.10. Solus populi supreme lex  

2.4. Latin Phrases 

De facto, De jure, Ultra vires, Caveat emptor, amicus curiae, Ratio decidendi, Null and 

void, Sine die status quo, Quo warranto 

Unit 3: Basic elements of legal writing  

3.1. Fundamental principle of Legal writing 

3.2. General guidelines relating to Legal writing 

3.3. Use of library -Books, Journals, Magazines, E-library etc. 

Unit 4: Legal writing  

4.1. Essay writing on Socio-legal topics 

1.Uniform Civil Code 

2.Environmental Protection 

3.Gender Equality 

4.Cyber crimes 

5.Criminalisation of Politics in India 

6.Artificial Intelligence and Law  

4.2. Book Review  

Suggested Readings: 

1. Legal language and Legal Writing by Prof D.K. Shukla. 

2. Legal Language and Legal Writing by Prof. Dr. K.L.Bhatia. 

3. Golden Legal Maxims by Maxwell 

4. Broom’s Legal Maxims, Universal Publishing Ltd. 

5. Law Lexicon 

6. Latin words, phrases, and maxims by R. S. Vasant 

7. Legal Language and Legal Writing and General English by S.C. Tripathi 

8. Legal Language and Legal Writing and General English by B.M. Gandhi 

9. Legal Language by Madabhushi Sridhar 

10. Black’s Law Dictionary, Universal Publishing Ltd. 

11. Dr. Shrikant Mishra’s Legal Language and Legal Writing 

12. Wren and Martin, English Grammar 
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SECC 404  Legal Aid and Community Engagement 

Law and society are two sides of the same coin, they are so inextricably interdependent that 

both needs to develop for the advancement of society. Legal profession is service oriented and 

the students of law from the very entry point are expected to understand their responsibilities 

to that section of society which are lacking legal awareness. As a student intern the students of 

law are expected to undergo internship from the very first semester. They are expected to be 

conversant with in court and out side court environment. Hence this course will provide them 

and opportunity to interact with society and learn while actually participating, engaging 

themselves in the community.  

Object-  

 Understanding the importance of legal aid in India 

 Learning by doing practically 

 Understand role as student of law for the societal development  

 Skill enhancement through conducting activities for legal aid 

 To instill in young mindssense of responsibility to the community particularly the 

disadvantaged persons  

Outcome 

 Skill enhancement  

 Knowing the ground realities and problems of laymen 

 Learning of practices and processes for legal aid  

 Inculcating values among students  

 Realisation towards legal awareness of underprivileged sections of society  

 

Method of assessment  

Students of this course will be evaluated in theoretical foundations as well their actual practical 

, activities and engagements. Firs three units are meant for 30 marks test will be taken at the 

end of semester and the practical work assigned in Fourth unit will be given 20 marks 

weightage. 

 

Unit -1 Law Society and Introduction to Legal aid  

1.1 Concepts – Law ,Society, Legal aid  

1.2 Object and importance of Legal aid  

1.3 Constitutional provisions for Legal aid  

Unit -2  Legal Service Authority Act 1987 

2.1 Authorities bound to provide legal aid under the Act 

2.2 Functions assigned to them under the Act  

2.3 Lok Adalat , Permanent Lok Adalat- concept, object and features 
2.4 Who can claim legal aid? Process to claim legal aid. 



 

Unit -3 Access to Justice for All 

3.1 Para –Legal Volunteer scheme and role of para legal volunteers 

3.2  NALSA (Child Friendly) Legal Services for Children Scheme, 2024 

3.3 NALSA ( Legal Service with Mental Illness and Persons with Intellectual 

Disabilities ) Scheme/2024  

Unit 4 Community Engagement and Legal Aid ( Students are expected to do following 

activities under the guidance of Legal aid centre of college)  

4.1 Lok Adalat –visit and report writing. 

4.2 Legal awareness  activities ( street play, survey, internship at legal aid centre, 

distribution of pamphlets on legal awareness, legal aid camp volunteering , 

organising  

4.3 Collecting legal issues of people and providing them support through college 

legal aid cell 

4.4 Preparing material for legal litarcy in regional language, making reels/ short 

videos for legal awareness.    

 

Suggested Readings: 

1. Public Interest Litigation Legal Aid and Lok Adalats  by Mamta Rao 

2. Legal Aid by Kush Kalra (Author) ,Saksham Pradyot (Author) | Publisher: SATYAM 

LAW INTERNATIONAL 

3. Public Interest Lawyering, Legal Aid and Para Legal Services by Kailash Rai 

4. Law, Poverty, and Legal Aid: Access to Criminal Justice by S. Muralidhar ; foreword 

by V.R. Krishna Iyer (Author) 

5. Public Interest Litigation, Legal Aid & Services, Lok-Adalats & Para-Legal Services 

by N V Paranjape 

6. Public Interest Lawyering, Legal Aid and Para Legal Services by S R Myneni 

https://www.ebcwebstore.com/author.php?author=Mamta+Rao

